The following are Highlights of the Northwest Lions Foundation Board of Trustee Meeting on June 11th, 2011:

1. Call to Order & Opening Remarks:  PID Roger Richert, Board Chair, called the meeting and teleconference to order at 10 a.m. 

2.   Approval of Minutes of March 5, 2011:  Mary Jo Cady made two changes regarding 

      her attendance and to note that she recued herself from the vote regarding her 

      appointment as Member At Large.  With no further changes, The Chairman accepted 

      the minutes as amended.

3.  Old Business: 

      a.  Chairman Richert shared with the Trustees an update regarding the status of the current relationship with MD-19 Council following their recent meeting in Wenatchee.  Hal Palmer, Council Chairman-Elect, explained that the council position is to support but not endorse Northwest Lions Foundation, similar to Leader Dogs. There was a strong emphasis on improving communication. Chairman Richert and Council Chair Elect Palmer both said the meeting the prior week in Chehalis with Monty Montoya was very productive and good first step on that goal. No other action was taken.

b.  There was some discussion on the status of The Northwest Lions Endowment. The Fund is in great shape and has grown  from $1.8 M to over $2.2 M.

4.  New Business:

     a.  A report on the current status of the new LHSU, including a recommendation on the disposal of the old LHSU and Trailer.  The  Board was advised that a potential buyer for both the tractor and trailer in Helena Montana.  The buyer is a Lions organization and they are willing to pay $10,000 and sign a legal waiver of liability release.  Motion made to approve sale.  The motion passed unanimously.

b.  The Trustees discussed the status of the LHSU Mini Van Pilot project. It was put on hold until we got the new unit on the road.

c.  A report on The LCI  2011 Convention in Seattle. Our LHSU will be in the parade and in front of Key Arena.  It was suggested that this would be a great opportunity for Lions recruiting. NLF will also have a booth in the convention center and all Trustees were asked to submit their availability to staff the booth during the convention.

d.  Patient Grants:  There has been an overwhelming demand on our patient care grants and hearing aid banks. We were able to add about $20,000 into the Hearing Aid Bank Budget but that still leaves a large backlog. A motion was made to form a Patient Care Committee to develop some guidelines which will be disseminated to all Lions Club to assist in processing applications. The motion passed unanimously.

e.  Roger Richert read a letter from Past Council Chair Jim Knight asking NLF to set up a new Lions Programs to support the dispensing of eye glasses to the needy.  The proposal will be reviewed during the next our budget process, indicating that we do not have the funds to support a new program at this time. 

f.  A question was raised whether we should run an Advertisement in the MD-19 publication as we have in the past. It was suggested we submit the ad and let MD-19 determine whether or not it will be accepted.

g.  There being no more business the meeting was adjourned at 12 noon.

Observations and Concerns:  

1.  Funds Sent to Northwest Lions Foundation (NLF): It was alleged that funds sent to NLF was being processed through SightLife and administrative fee was deducted and the remainder going to NLF. True, SightLife, processes all financial transactions (current business practice) but funds designated for NLF goes to the foundation with no administrative fee deduction. 

2.  Funding of the Northwest Lions Foundation:  The budget for the Foundation is based on the funds donated from Lions Clubs from White Cane Days and other Lions donations from individuals or communities. Therefore, the Foundation is working with a decreased budget because Lions Clubs are not sending in all White Cane funds or the economy has impacted the Lions ability to raise funds but the Foundation is still trying to survive on the limited resources that have to work with.  Lions Clubs need to know how the Foundation operates for their welfare and get their support.
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