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SEEK GREATNESS: 
 Be Great - Be the Best 

  
Year 2017 is behind us; finishing it off with our White Elephant Christmas Party at our 
meeting place, American Legion Post #2.  It was tacos, loaded with goodies and 
complimented with plenty of sides.  The atmosphere was constant with plenty of 
conversations, members socializing with volunteers and a total of 7 guests. After 
devouring all the food, we settled back to enjoy some magic by Lion Linda Yoachum 
husband (Gene).  Gene did an excellent performance for the targeted audience. Thank 
you Gene!  Lion Chris Fowler did set up a display of some items, autographed 
Seahawks helmet and football, etc., that will be available for the silent auction at the 
Annual Bowling Classic. And a "Thank You" to all who contributed in making this an 
awesome party!  
  
Then there was an exchange of gifts.  What a hilarious picking, looking, pacing around 
the tables and finally let us not forget "stealing".  There were moments with Lions: Rose 
Becker and Lion Wally Chyr, - During Wally's attempt to steal a gift from Rose. Wally 
finally caved, over-come from Roses crying and begging.   After moments of 
excruciating pain in deciding what to do, Wally relented and did not take her gift. Lion 
George Hollis got lucky and picked a small elephant, surprisingly a most sought of 
perfect gift that he initially was disappointed with but raised a fit when Lion Chuck 
Youngquist stole it from him.  I finally had to own up to the fact that I was the one that 
brought the Elephant.  Then there were the emotional exchanges over a large can of 
cookies.  Wally stole it from Chuck and then George stole it.  He was heartless, with no 
leniency to Wally's begging not to take it.  He had two words for Wally, "Sorry Wally".                                                                      
(continue on page 2)                 
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                                                                                            (continued from page 1) 
 

 
Spanapark Christmas Party Gift  Exchange 

 
As we now turn the page to another chapter - 2018, we have plenty of runway in 
planning and executing on future programs.  But we must start now.  So when the July 
planning session stares us in the face, we will be ready.  It will be upon us before you 
know.  We can't be complacent thinking and rationalizing to ourselves that we have 
plenty of time.  That we can do everything on the day of.  It does not work that way. 
You can be rest assured that I will steer you down the "road less traveled".  We need to 
hit the ground running.  We are the Stakeholders that will come together to kick off our 
future planning and cement the programs for the coming year (s) in July 2018.  An 
announcement will be forthcoming on our initial meeting. We need each other’s 
support; members and volunteers alike.  
  
We may not realize that there may be complexities in any organization and of course 
for sure in ourselves; but there is. This definitely may include shortcomings. We must 
be vigilante and identify them. We need to unravel them, so we may become clear and 
understandable.  Otherwise we will begin to fail or come to an end.  We hope that the 
segments we published in our past several newsletters on “Responsibility and 
Accountability” will make the Lions Life easier to traverse.   Read them over again for 
encouragement from within. We need to be sharp and bubbling full of energy at all 
times.     
 

As we meet and depart in the coming new year, let us continue carrying out the LCI 
Motto "WE SERVE" - our hearts leading the way.. 

                                                                                     
  
“To succeed, step out of the shadows, embrace opportunities, overcome failures 
and only then will you reach GREATNESS.” Author:  Wolodymyr Chyr                                         
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Merry Christmas to all you GREAT 19 C Lions.  We are half way through with our Lions year; much has 

been accomplished and much yet to do.  We are presently at a plus in membership. Keep asking and 

Keep Growling Loudly.  Whatever your motivations are to recruit new members here are a few reason why 

we need new members:  

 

1.To be able to serve more people: One to 70 ratio (each new members serves 70 new people yearly)  
2. Make our Lions Clubs stronger  
3. Have a plus membership in our district   
4. Add new clubs  
5. Earn individual and club awards – Keys, Pins, Centennial Coin, etc  
6. Reach a club membership goal set up for that year.  
 7. Help Reduce the deficit in North America  
8. Change the lives of people we serve.  
9. Help new members be a better servant  
10. Have new members have a chance to grow and expand their horizons  

 Here are ten reasons, I am sure you have others that could be listed.  Whatever works for you, use it and 
do it. We are slowly reaching Governor Ron’s membership goal; let’s just keep asking and growing our 
Clubs, Zones, District, Multiple District and International.  Our International President wants to end his year 
at 1.5 million.  Let’s make sure our district does their job, with a substantial plus.  

 Once we get the new member, we need to retain and mentor them. All Lions Clubs need to put a major 
emphasize on retention and mentorship; this is how we keep them. Make sure you do the Journey with 
your new members.  Take your new members on club visits, zone meetings and conventions.  Here they 
will make new friends, get new Lion ideas and expand their knowledge about Lionism.  

Make sure they get to your clubs projects, either service or fund raiser. People join Lions to serve, get 
them involved really soon. PLEASE HAVE SOME OF YOUR PROGRAMS AT YOUR MEETING (Lions 
oriented) for obvious reasons.  Spotlight a new member in your club bulletin; add lion’s information 
throughout your bulletin. Ask your club members what their passion is and help them, if needed; research 
an idea for a project and have them present that idea to your board and club.    

Remember, our new Lions need to be taught; so find a mentor for them, either their sponsor or another 
experienced Lion.  Teach them, how would you like your child starting school without a teacher?  Lions 
have a tendency to leave if they are not nurtured and mentored along the way.  WE NEED TO 
KEEP THEM!!!   WATCH our numbers soar, if we reduce the number of drops.  WATCH our numbers soar 
if we induct and orient them properly.  WATCH our numbers soar if we mentor each Lion properly.  
WATCH our numbers soar if our new Lions eventually mentor other Lions.  WATCH our numbers soar if 
we care for our fellow Lions. (PZC Bob Johnson)          
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We all were shocked and devastated by the recent train derailment in DuPont WA 
where 100 people were injured and 3 people died. Ordinary people got out of their cars 
to help. 

A friend of mine, Dee Youngmans received a call because she is on the emergency list 
as a license flagger. She was told that there were first responders who needed to be 
relieved to go to the bathroom and that no one had eaten.  

On her way, she stopped by Caesars near Lakewood to pick-up 10 pizza for the 1st 
responders. When she explained why she was getting the pizzas they would not accept 
her money. Instead of 10 pizzas, they gave her 20. 

When she arrived at the scene with food and drinks, she received a police escort all the 
way up to the bridge. Her arrival preceded her because everyone was line-up and 
grateful. To show their gratitude, the first responders signed one of the empty pizza 
boxes.  

She noticed that there were some people who didn’t get any pizza. She received a 
police escort back to Caesars and gave them the signed pizza box and notes of thanks. 
She requested 10 more pizzas and said, “I will pay for these.” Caesars refused to take 
her money and Dee returned with 10 more pizzas. 

As Lions, we can learn from this story. At times, we may feel-like we are ordinary 
people and that we don’t have the expertise to lead a project or be on a committee. The 
truth is, all we have to do is be willing to show-up, and pitch-in where needed. 
Together, we make a difference. Lion Debora Burks 
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The unveiling of some of the auction items for the Bowling Classic on March 18, 2018: 
(1) Full size Seahawks helmet signed by Russell Wilson, Pete Carroll and         

Marshawn Lynch 
(2) Signed Seahawks football by Russell Wilson 
(3) Two Seahawks baskets 
(4) Seahawks ROH poster signed by: Steve Largent, Jacob Green, Curt Warner, Jim 

Zorn, Dave Krieg, Kenny Easley & Walter Jones 
(5) Framed Seahawks picture of Richard Sherman’s “THE TIP” 
(6) Ken Griffey commemorative coin set with ball 

 

                                                                             
What word is on the tips of our tongue?  Yes, Bowling!  We are on a momentum fast 
track to our biggest ever - fundraiser of the year.  Our Annual Bowling Classic on March 
18, 2018, Pacific Lanes Bowling Center.   
 
Each of us needs to continue in hunting for items for the Goodie Bags that is given to 
each bowler, door prize drawings and silent auction. Announcements on the Spanapark 
Lions Club FACEBOOK page will keep us abreast on the latest happenings regarding 
the Bowling Classic and prizes.  
 
You need to tune in and SEND in your registration forms early. Committee members 
are needed, so call Loin Don Becker, (253) 473-1855 and let him know that you are 
available. Thanks.      
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              Questions: Contact Lion Don Becker, (253) 473-1855 
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*Spanapark Lions Club proudly presents the 20th Benefit Bowling Classic* 

               Sunday, March 18, 2018 at  

              **Pacific Lanes** 

                                         7012 D St 

                                        Tacoma, Washington 

                               Featuring the Daffodil Royal Court 

Check in Starts at 11:00     Bowling Starts at 12:00 Noon  

                                                        No new entries after 11:30 AM  

$25.00/Person (prepaid) this includes shoes                     $15.00/kids 12 and under   

                                                              $30.00/Person (at the door) 

Nine pin no tap                          Silent Auction                                                               Dessert Auction 
 

                              Many door prizes, donated by local merchants, will also be raffled off. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                            Fill out registration below and send with check made payable to: 

                                                                                     Spanapark Lions Club 

                                                                                             P.O. Box 401 

                                                                               Spanaway, Washington 98387 

                                                  For Additional information, call Lion Don Becker 253-473-1855 

     NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home phone: ___________________________Day phone: ___________________________ 

Kids under 12 ___ Yes    how many_______ 

*Proceeds will go to the many community and world projects sponsored by Spanapark Lions Club. 

Flowers for the Daffodil 

Court were provided 

by:  

The Lady Bug Florist 

(253) 359-5268 

theladybugflorist.biz 

 

Look at “SPANAPARK FACEBOOK page”                                                 

to see updated auction items. There will be a live auction. 

We will have a credit card machine for charged items. 
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◄ December January  2018 February ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 

2  
Spanapark 

Lions 
Regular 
Meeting 
6:30 pm 

3  

 
Lion John 
Thurber 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
(Melvin  
Jones’ 

birthday) 

14  
 

15  

 

Peace Poster 
Kits sale (LCI) 

16  
Spanapark 

Lions 
Regular 
Meeting 
6:30 pm 

17  
 

18  
 

19  

 
Lion Shilo 

Hansen 

20  

 
Lion Chris 

Fowler 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  

 
Lion Tim 
Sidorski 

(1) Best Wishes to PDG Lion Lanny 
Collins who has moved to AZ. 
 

(2) Jan 8-14: Worldwide week of 
service to fight hunger. 

 

Visitation Schedule:  
Jan 8th: Lakewood First           Noon    Ram in Lakewood 

Jan 11th: Tacoma Downtown    5:30 pm    Denney's 6th Ave 
                                                Jan 13th: C-6 Zone             1:00 pm      Tenino 

Jan 15th: Puyallup SH   7:00 pm   Hanger Inn 
                                                             Jan 22nd: C-1 Zone     

         Jan 24th: Puyallup     6:30 pm     Mrs. Turners 
Lion Don Becker 

 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/December-2017
http://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/February-2018
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PZC Jan Weatherly and PZC Bob Johnson  

“Our district is making an attempt to develop club branches to increase our 
membership. Please consider the possibility of that for your club. I will gladly come and 
develop that branch if that materialize. If you have an idea let me know. This is a good 
way to increase your clubs membership. Thanks.” PZC Bob Johnson  
 
PZC Jan Weatherly and PZC Bob Johnson explained: 

What is a Club Branch? 
 

A Club Branch enables a small group of people to form a Lions club and start making a 
difference in their community sooner. Branch members are part of an existing “parent” 
club, but hold independent meetings and select their own projects and activities. 
Forming a branch creates an opportunity for Lions clubs to expand in communities 
where it is difficult to reach the 20 member minimum necessary to charter a new club. 
Club Branches enable a small group of at least 5 people to form a Lions club and start 
making a difference in their community sooner. Wherever there is need, a Club Branch 
can help. 
 
Members become part of an existing "parent" Lions club, but hold independent 
meetings and facilitate their own projects. Club Branches elect a Branch President, 
Secretary and Treasurer to lead the branch. The parent club appoints a Branch Liaison 
to serve as the go-between for the parent and branch. 

How is a Club Branch Formed? 

Lion’s Club Branches get started when members of the community are invited to join. 
Lion’s volunteers host informational meetings to continue building membership and to 
discuss possible project ideas that are meaningful to the community. (continue on page 12) 
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                                                                                                        (continued from page 11) 

A Club Branch requires a minimum of five members to open and elects a President, 
Secretary and Treasurer. The parent club appoints a Branch Liaison to serve as the 
go-between for the parent and branch and provide assistance to the branch. Together, 
these individuals make up the executive committee. 

The Notification of Club Branch (CB-1), along with a one-time entrance fee of US$35 
per Lion, is submitted to Lions Clubs International to open the club branch. The parent 
club can either submit a Branch Membership Update (CB-2) along with the notification, 
or add new branch members using MyLCI. 

Annual international dues of US$43, in addition to any local and club dues are billed to 
the club bi-annually. Entrance fee exemption and reduced international dues are 
available to qualifying family members, students, graduating Leos and young adults 
with proper certification. Once the club builds to 20 members, the branch may charter a 
new Lions club. (source: LCI) 

What are the Benefits? 

There are many reasons to form a Club Branch or become a Club Branch member. 
You will have all the privileges and responsibilities of a Lion and will receive advice and 
support from a parent Lions Club. You will be able to help your community and make a 
difference in the lives of others while gaining valuable skills and networking with Lions 
in your community and around the world. Being part of a Club Branch will allow you to 
have fun while grow personally and professional.  

Thank you PZC Jan Weatherly and PZC Bob Johnson for inspiring us and making it a 
fun lesson. Lion Debora Burks 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

   2 Magic Rules: 1. Never give away the secret. 2. Never do the same trick twice to the same audience.      

OUR VERY OWN IN-HOUSE MAGICIAN, GENE YOACHUM 
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◄ January February  2018 March ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

Int’l Peace 
Poster contest 

winners 
notified (LCI) 

2 Groundhog 

Day 

 

3  

 
Lion Wesley 

Hough 

4 Super Bowl 

 
Lion John 

Francis 
 

5  

 
Lion Don Becker 

6  
Spanapark 

Lions 
Regular 
Meeting 

6:30 pm 

7  

 
Lion Ann 
Fowler 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14 Valentine's Day 

 

 

15  

 
Lion 

Christopher 
Byrd 

 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19 Presidents Day 

 

20  
Spanapark 

Lions 
Regular 
Meeting 
6:30 pm 

21 Int'l. Mother Language 

 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

International Mother Language Day 
has been celebrated every year since 
February 2000 to promote linguistic and 
cultural diversity and multilingualism. 
The UN theme last year for the 
International Mother Language day was 
‘Towards Sustainable Futures through 
Multilingual Education’. 

 

ELECTIONS 
 
Without fail every year in February we start the process for the election of Officers.  Already Lion Don 
Becker has volunteered and is the Election Committee Chair.  An email will be going out in the first 
week of February 2018.  The Slate of Officer Positions open for NOMINATION for the coming Lions 
year (2018 - 2019) are: (1) President, (2) Vice President, (3) Secretary, (4) Treasurer, (5) 
Membership, (6) Lion Tamer, (7) Tail Twister, and (8) 1-year Director.  Seriously consider yourself for 
nomination.  That includes our newest members.  Familiarize yourself with the duties and jump into 
the fray. In our previous newsletters we covered “Courage”. Well here is an opportunity to be the 
Best.  You will never know unless you give it a try.  A requirement and duty; to pass the wealth 
around. You will get plenty of help to steer you on the right path. More information and discussion to 
follow at upcoming meetings and emails. 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/January-2018
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/March-2018
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      Spanapark Lions Club 2017 – 2018 Board of Directors:  

President    Lion Wally Chyr 
Vice President    Lion John Thurber 
Secretary   Lion Linda Youngquist 

Treasurer   Lion Keith Foley 
Membership   Lion Wally Chyr 

 Lion Tamer        Lion John Thurber 
Tail Twister Lion Don Becker  (Co-Chair) Lion Rose Becker 

1-year Director   Lion Debora Burks 
2-year Director Lion Jim Wagner 

2-year Director   Lion Sahara Chea 
 

 
Editorial Policy: Members of Spanapark Lions Club are encouraged to submit articles, poems, jokes 
and pictures which they believe will be beneficial to our community. While the effort is made to not 
publish anything which might be offensive to anyone, we seek to make access available to everyone. 
Spanapark Sentinel is published by and for the members of Spanapark Lions Club. The Spanapark 
Sentinel editor is Lion Debora (Deb) Burks. Email: deboraburks@hotmail.com  

 
Submission deadline is the 20th of the month. Early submission is appreciated. 

SPANAPARK LIONS CLUB MEETING 
LOCATION 

 

American Legion Hall Post #2 
11204 Park Ave South, 

Tacoma, WA 98444 
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 

month, 6:30 PM   
COME JOIN US!  

mailto:deboraburks@hotmail.com

